
HOW TO USE TURNITIN

Viewing Similarity Reports

(FOR INSTRUCTOR)



INTRODUCTION

Turnitin is an originality checking and 
plagiarism prevention service that checks 
your writing for citation mistakes or 
inappropriate copying. 

When you submit your paper, Turnitin 
compares it to text in its massive database of 
student work, websites, books, articles, etc.
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Viewing similarity 
reports

Viewing similarity reports allows instructors to examine the 
similarity score and identify matched text within a student's 
submission. 

The report highlights sections of the document that match content 
from other sources such as websites, academic publications, and 
previously submitted student papers. 



Viewing similarity reports

1 To view the report, click 
percentage (%) on the 
“Similarity” column.

2 The similarity report will 
open in Feedback Studio.

3 Click the Download icon to 
download the Similarity Report.



INTERPRET SIMILARITY 
REPORTS

Interpreting a similarity report is an important step for instructors 
to evaluate the originality of a student's submission. 

A similarity report generated by Turnitin highlights text in the 
document that matches content from other sources such as 
websites, publications, and previously submitted student papers.



INTERPRET similarity reports

1 The Match Groups view divides the 
overall similarity into four categories 
based on the usage of in-text citation 
and quotation marks.



INTERPRET similarity reports

The four categories typically include:

     Not Cited or Quoted
     The text is copied but no citation and no quotation marks are   

used. This may indicate plagiarism.

     Missing Quotations
     The source is cited, but quotation marks are not used even 

though the text is copied.

     Missing Citation
     The text has quotation marks, but the source is not cited.

     Cited and Quoted
     The text has both citation and quotation marks, which means it is 

used correctly.



INTERPRET similarity reports

2 The Sources provides a list of sources 
organized in descending order by 
highest total similarity percentage. 



EXCLUDING AN INDIVIDUAL 
SOURCES

Excluding an individual source allows instructors to remove a 
specific matched source from the Similarity Report. 

This is useful when the match comes from sources that are not a 
plagiarism concern, such as properly cited references or common 
phrases.

By excluding the source, the similarity score is recalculated so 
instructors can focus on more relevant matches.



EXCLUDING AN INDIVIDUAL SOURCES

1 Click the Sources tab to see the list of 
matched sources.

2 Find the source you want to 
exclude from the list.

3 Click the dropdown arrow



EXCLUDING AN INDIVIDUAL SOURCES

4 Click the Exclude Match

5 The source will be removed and 
the similarity score will update 
automatically.



Thank You
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