
HOW TO 
USE
TURNITIN FOR 
INSTRUCTOR
(AI Writing Detection)



Turnitin's AI writing detection capability is designed to help 
educators identify text that might be prepared by a 
generative AI tool such as large-language models, chatbots, 
and word spinners.

The percentage generated by Turnitin’s AI writing detection 
model is different, and independent of, the similarity score. 

AI writing highlights are not visible in the Similarity Report.

Introduction



LET’S START!

AI WRITING INDICATOR

AI WRITING REPORT



AI WRITING 
INDICATOR



AI Writing Indicator

If the AI writing indicator is gray with no percentage or showing (--), then the AI 
writing detection indicator was unable to process the submission. There are 
several reasons this may happen. 
  • The submission did not meet the file requirements. 
  • The submission was made before the AI writing detection indicator  was 

released in Turnitin. 

If the AI writing indicator is blue, with a percentage between 1-100, 
then the submission has been processed successfully. 

If the AI writing indicator reads Error (!), this means that it was Turnitin and 
not the AI writing detection indicator that failed to process the submission.

If the AI score is below 20%, it shows as *% with no number to help avoid false positives. 
Scores from 1% to 19% are too low to trust, so no text is marked or highlighted.



AI Writing Indicator

What is 
qualifying text?

Qualifying text means full sentences that are part of longer writing, 
like essays, articles, or papers. 

The model doesn’t work well with other types of writing, like poems, 
scripts, computer code, bullet points, tables, or lists of sources with 
notes.

This means that a document containing several different writing 
types would result in a disparity between the percentage and the 
highlights.



AI WRITING 
REPORT

The AI Writing Report

File Requirements



The AI Writing Report



Click the percentage to view this AI writing 
indication tools

AI Writing Report

1
ONLY THE INSTRUCTORS CAN SEE THE 

AI INDICATOR AND REPORT.



AI indicator shows the same percentage as 
seen earlier.

AI Writing Report
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AI-generated only - This category detects qualifying text that 
was likely generated from a Large Language Model (LLM). Text 
of this category is highlighted in a cyan color in the submission 
breakdown bar and in the submission. 

AI-generated text that was AI-paraphrased - This category 
detects qualifying text that was likely AI-generated and then 
likely modified by an AI-paraphrasing tool or AI word spinner, 
such as Quillbot. Text of this category is highlighted in a purple 
color in the submission breakdown bar and in the submission.

The Submission Breakdown
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Use the new submission breakdown bar to see 
where AI writing or paraphrasing tools were 
found on each submission page.

The bar is clickable, so you can choose a color 
to see the matching text and page.

The Submission Breakdown
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Link to an FAQ, Resources and Guides page to 
provide additional information 

AI Writing Report
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File Requirements



File size must be less than 100 MB

File must have at least 300 words of prose text in a 
long-form writing format

File must not exceed 30,000 words

File must be written in a supported language: English, 
Spanish, Japanese

Accepted file types: .docx, .pdf, .txt, .rtf

File Requirements



THANK
YOU
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